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Johnsons visit to Langlon.
[A.D. 1704.
a specimen, II is Uisbert fa/>ix\<t Kyinf/crif, which is the only book that- they have. It i.s ama/ing, thai they have no translation of tin: bible, no treatises of devotion, nor even any of the, ballads and storybooks which are so agreeable- to country people. You shall have Jaffa by the- first convenient opportunity. I doubt not to pick up iif/it>tanu$. Mynheer TroU has promised me his assistance.'
1764: .I-:TAT. M.] --Karly in 1764 Johnson paid a visit to the Langton family, at their-scat of Langton, in Lincolnshire, where he passed some time, much to his satisfaction1. His frit-mi Bennet Langton, it will not be doubted, did every tiling in hi.s power to make the place agreeable to so illustrious a guest ; and the elder Mr. Langton and hi.s lady, being fully capable of understanding hi.s value, were not wanting in attention. He, however, told me, that old Mr. Langton, though a man of considerable learning, had so little allowance.to make; fur his occasional 'laxity of talk'-1,1 that because: in the coursi- of discussion he sometimes mentioned what might be said in favour of the peculiar tenets of the Romish church, he went to his graves believing him to be of that communion-'.
Johnson, during his stay at Langton, had the advantage of a good library, and saw several gentlemen of the neighbourhood. I have obtained from Mr. Langton the following particulars of this period.
He wa.s now fully convinced that he could not have hen) satisfied with a country living'1; for, talking of a respectable clergyman in Lincolnshire, he observed, ' This man, Sir, fills up the duties of his life well, I approve of him, but could not imitate him.'
' According to Mrs. Piojtti (Anec. p, 210) In: was accompanied by his black servant I1'rank. ' I must have you know, ladies,1 suid lie,' that Frank lias carried the empire of Cupid further than most men. When I was in Lincolnshire so many years a^o he attended me thither; and when we returned homo toKether, I found that a female haymaker had followed him to London for love.' If this story is Kcncsrally true, it bears the mark of Mrs. I'ioiizi's usual
inaccuracy. The visit was paid early in the year, and was over in February; what haymakers were there at that season ?
'* Hoswell by his ([notation marks refers, [ think, to his Ilchrittfs, oa. 2<l, 1773, where Johnson says: • ' Nobody, at times, talks more laxly than I do.' See also /iw/, ii, 7,1.
' Sec/O.V/, April z(>, 177(1, '"'" "III Mr. Lun^'Uui's slowness of under • standing.
4 See n/iU; i. 320. have procured
